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On February 17th Fox Valley NARI had its annual evening of excellence.  We honored 
the Fox Valley remodeling industry’s best by announcing the winners of the Fox Valley 
NARI Level Best Awards!  Fox Valley NARI contract members were invited to compete 
for these prestigious awards by demonstrating outstanding work through their 
remodeling projects.  We thank our three judges this year Trevor Frank, Sr. Architect, 
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.; Marge Stammer, Realtor, Coldwell Banker The Real 
Estate Group, Inc. and Robert McKenny, Interior Design Instructor, Fox Valley 
Technical College for their time and expertise in judging the entries.   
 
 

This year Joe Calgaro, Program Director and 
Co-Host of The Afternoon Road Show on 
WAPL 105.7 The Rockin’ Apple, was our MC 
of the evening.  105.7 WAPL, Wisconsin's  
Rock Station, is a 100,000 watt radio station  
serving Green Bay, Appleton, Oshkosh, and  
the surrounding communities in the Fox 
Valley and Northeast Wisconsin. The  
Afternoon Road Show runs weekdays from 3 
to 7pm.  Joe with his co-host John Jordan 

rock your ride home every day at 5 with the commercial-free Traffic Jam.  We thank 
Joe for time and talents in orchestrating our evening.   
 
 
A very special thank you goes to Fox  
Cities Magazine who has been our  
partner in the Level Best Awards for the 
past 11 years.  Each year the Fox Cities 
Magazine features the Level Best Award  
winners in their March issue.  They have done so again this year so pick up a copy 
today!   If you missed our evening of excellence and have yet to see the March issue 
of the Fox Cities Magazine, here is a glimpse of our winners!     
 
 
Thank you to all who entered the competition.  Remember you need to start preparing 
today for your entry next year.  Pictures are vital elements of the entry.  Get into the 
habit of keeping a digital camera in your vehicle and taking pictures throughout your 
project.  We look forward to a very successful 2011 Level Best Awards!   
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Residential Interior - Winner Welhouse Construction  Services, LLC 
This category includes such items as, but not limited to, family or recreational room remodeling, attic or basement 
conversion, etc.  Work must be done within existing walls of the residential structure.  

The customer had an unfinished basement they wanted to turn into an extension of their home.   The design 
requirements had to accommodate two offices, a laundry room, full bathroom, an entertainment room and as much 
storage space as possible.  Over 1,000 square feet was added to the value of the home satisfying all requirements 
with flexibility for the space in the future. 
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Pictures represent the before and one 
segment of the after.  Specific design 
needs were insulated basement walls, a 
second electoral panel, and due to no 
egress window a special combination of 
florescent and canned lighting was used.  
Because the homeowner wanted the 
lower level to feel like the extension of 
the home suspended and sheet rock 
ceilings were installed.     
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Residential Kitchen $25,000 and Over – Winner Studi o Kitchens of Appleton 
 
The goal of this kitchen remodel was to incorporate classic and timeless trends in functionality and entertaining.  The 
homeowners wanted a unique combination of colors and metal, new appliances, better lighting and more space.  
Inspired by the original wood working in the home to maintain the integrity of the overall home and Italian artwork, 
the kitchen makeover is everything and more than the customer wanted.   
 
The before and after pictures are remarkable!  The mixed woodwork, lighting placement, tile floor and 
countertop/island color choices really open up and brighten the space.  A slight wall angel change opened up the 
space allowing for more overall room and larger extended island with dinette.  For structural design the soffits were 
removed and the doorways arched to be more fluid with the overall design.   
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Residential Bath $15,000 and Over –  
Winner Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
 
Within the confines of the existing bathroom’s footprint the customer wanted a modern master bathroom resembling 
a picture they found in a magazine.  They wanted to replace the old whirlpool tub with a walk-in shower to 
accommodate their desire to age in their home.  In addition they wanted new heated floors, larger vanity with mirror 
and additional storage space.  The new master bathroom is the magazine picture come to life in the customer’s 
home.        

 

 

 

The beautiful full wall of glass opens the 
space making the bathroom seem larger 
than it was.  In the shower is a custom 
bench and grab bars.  The old shower 
was removed and replaced with a floor to 
ceiling storage/linen cabinet which 
allowed for the larger vanity.   
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Residential Specialty Remodeling –  
Winner Mosquito Creek Home Renovations and Outdoor Living, LLC 
Specialty remodeling includes such items as, but not limited to, awnings, patio covers, carports, railings and 
columns, brick, stone and masonry fireplaces, decks, greenhouse rooms, glass and screen enclosures, vestibules, 
siding, roofing, insulation, window and door, etc.  Work must be done on the residential structure.  
 
This customer’s busy family life was in need of a backyard retreat for at home “get-a-ways”.  The new deck location 
was against the master bedroom and family room which they desired access to the deck from both locations.  The 
bedroom window became a door and where no light was before in the family room, now there is a large patio door 
leading to the deck.  The new doors bring nature right into the home.  The rich warm tones of the low maintenance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  

 

deck have created an inviting 
area from inside and outside 
the home.   
 
Special requirements of this 
project was to relocate the 
outdoor mechanicals, re-grade 
the entire area, and create a 
crushed stone ‘floor’ to support 
the new Jacuzzi tub.  The new 
deck is considered a complete 
success!     
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Residential Bath Under $15,000 –  
Winner Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For this customer the layout and color schemes of 
the existing 1970’s master bedroom/bath suite 
needed significant upgrading.  They did not like the 
bathrooms original entrance in the bedroom hall or 
their small his and her bedroom closets.  
  
A complete reconfiguration of the existing 
bathroom, his and her closets and the main hallway 
linen closet had to be done in order to gain the 
space necessary for a nice walk-in shower and 
master bathroom.  The entire bathroom layout was 
turned 90 degrees to allow the bathroom entrance 
in the suite with a large walk-in closet.  The 
homeowner obtained a larger shower and 
maintained storage all with a modern design.  The 
redesign beyond met the customers needs and 
satisfaction.   
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Residential Exterior Under $75,000 –  
Winner Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
This category includes such items as additions, dormers, add-a-levels, etc.  Work must be added to the existing 
walls of a residential structure and may not change the footprint or the elevation of the existing structure in more 
than one area.  Multiple additions are entered in the Entire House Remodeling category. 

 
This elderly couple wanted to add a new master bathroom and flex room onto their existing master bedroom. 
The couple both in their early 90’s wanted to remain in their home as they aged and wanted the flex room to serve 
as a sitting room or area for a home hospital bed if needed. The addition provided the much desired space and 
aging in place amenities. The space was a seamless addition to their home which they are enjoying very much. 
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Entire House Renovation – Winner Tod Raehl Construc tion, Inc. 
 
This category is for projects wherein a substantial portion of the entire house, inside and outside, has been 
completely remodeled or renovated or where the footprint and/or elevation has been changed, as in the case of a 
fire or water damaged home, etc.   
 
This remodel included a new entry tower with a 12’ ceiling and high elliptical opening; an air lock entry with an 
entrance to the elevator, newly added entrance to a remodeled but existing bathroom, new master suite with his and 
her baths and closets, a guest room, a laundry room with storage and a library with a coffered ceilings, custom 
bookcases and window and door trims finished in cherry.  The homeowners have a wonderful lot and turned their 
home into their dream home without ever leaving.  The pictures here show the dramatic change of the home.   
 
  
 

 

 


