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General Membership Meeting 
Focus on “Green” Strategies 
Wednesday January 20, 2010 

 
 
Grillin’ A Steak House and More 
192 N Stoney Brook Road 
Appleton, WI 
 
Will you be Green this spring?  It may be hard to believe now, but spring is just around 
the corner!  It seems that everyone in Wisconsin looks forward to the days when the 
grass finally turns green, and the leaves begin to sprout.  But there is an increasing 
demand for even more “Green”.  Consumers are becoming increasingly aware of their 
environment, and are demanding alternative products and services that create less 
impact on our environment.  Do you have the tools and materials to meet this 
demand?   
 
Join us as John Vanderwall, AKBD, Director of Business Development for Studio 
Kitchens, and Paul Welhouse, CR, GCP, Owner of Welhouse Construction Services 
provides you an overview of “Green” strategies.   
 
John will focus on strategies surrounding cabinetry, countertops and design ideas that 
can minimize your next project’s impact on limited natural resources.  He will cover 
creative space utilization, regionally produced cabinetry featuring environmentally 
responsible materials and environmentally sensitive countertop options.     
 
The best strategy to start implementing green or sustainable practices is by becoming 
a Green Certified Professional through the NARI Certification programs.  Paul earned 
his GCP in 2009 and will share key highlights learned in the Green Education 
Program.  The program covers 16 topics related to green and sustainable remodeling.  
The course is designed to provide remodelers with a solid foundation in Green 
remodeling and allow you to start practicing today.       
 
As always this dinner meeting is open to all members, their business partners and 
guests.  Advanced reservations are required.  Please RSVP your attendance and that 
of any other business partners or guests to Paul Welhouse no later than the end of 
business on Friday, January 15.   Payment can be paid upon registration at the 
meeting.  Checks can be made out to Fox Valley NARI.  Paul Welhouse can be 
reached at 920-841-2643 or by email at paulw@welhouseconstruction.com    
 
Gathering: 6:00 pm – Dinner and Networking: 6:30 pm – Program Immediately 
Following 
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P.O. Box 1152 
Appleton, WI 54912-1152 

920-832-9003 
 

Info@remodelfoxvalley.com  
 

www.remodelfoxvalley.com  
 
����

��������������	�����������������	�����������������	�����������������	���� ���
����

President ����  Paul Welhouse, CR, GCP, CAPS 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 

920-841-2643 
paulw@welhouseconstruction.com 

 
Vice President ����  James Willey, CR, GCP 

Mosquito Creek, LLC 
920-810-2106 

mosquitocreek@new.rr.com 
 

Past President ���� ����Lee Nimmer 
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency 

920-766-3900 
lnimmer@amfam.com 

 
Treasurer ����  Diane Welhouse 

Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
920-585-4794 

dianew@welhouseconstruction.com 
 

Secretary ����  Allen A. Reed 
Al Reed Builders 

715-853-6487 
alreedbuilders@frontiernet.net 

 
Director ����  Ryan Petersen 
Keith Petersen Plumbing 

920-687-9272 
rk-petersen@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director ����  Craig Le Beau  

Rebuilding Together Fox Valley 
920-730-2156 
craig@rtfv.com 

 
Director ����  John Vanderwall  

Studio Kitchens 
920-737-3902 

jvanderwall@new.rr.com 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor ����  Diane Welhouse 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 

920-585-4794 
 

 

What is your Fox Valley NARI Chapter   
New Year Resolution? 

 
Resolution for the Fox Valley NARI??  Yes!  You have joined 
the Fox Valley NARI hoping your membership investment will 
lead to additional business success.  Although belief is very 
powerful, true success doesn’t get very far without taking 
action.  Thus, you need to take personal responsibility 
ensuring your investment brings return by getting involved and 
taking advantage of the opportunities your Fox Valley NARI 
membership brings.  A membership also says you are 
responsible for success of the Chapter.  So what action steps 
can you take to ensure success of your business and the Fox 
Valley NARI Chapter in 2010? 
 
·  The Fox Valley NARI Chapter is looking for members who 

are committed to not only home improvement and 
remodeling, but also in helping the Chapter grow.  What 
interest’s do you have or talents can you share?  
Volunteer to help with membership, the golf outing, etc.   
 

·  Recruit new members!  Available are Prospective Member 
Packets.  The packets are available to help members 
discuss NARI with someone who they think would benefit 
from a NARI membership and would be a great member 
for our organization.  The packet provides information on 
National and the Fox Valley NARI Chapter.   

 
·  How can you network better at the General Membership 

meetings?  Are you introducing yourself bringing along 
business information and business cards to share?  What 
customers, partners or services are available to you to at 
each meeting that you might not be taking full networking 
advantage of?  Do you have business partners at your 
company that would benefit from the networking?    
  

·  Do you have all the General Membership Meetings on 
your calendar?  Are you committed to attending?   
 

·  Are you advertising on the Fox Valley NARI website?    
Have you enhanced your listing to include your business 
description, logo and additional search capabilities?  
Additional promotion and recognition can also come from 
sponsorship opportunities the chapter offers throughout 
the year.  

 
These are only a handful of ideas to help you formulate your 
New Year’s commitment to your Fox Valley NARI 
membership.  Again, your return on a successful membership 
is proportionate to how you get involved and use the 
opportunities presented.  Contact any of the Board Members 
to discuss opportunities of involvement and how we can work 
together to make not only make your business a success, but 
your Fox Valley NARI as well!   

The Fox Valley NARI Chapter publishes the Fox Valley NARI Chapter Newsletter on a monthly 
basis.  Copyright© 2010.  All rights reserved.  For reproduction or reprint requests, please contact 
the Editor.   
 
The statements or views expressed in the Fox Valley NARI Newsletter are those of the authors and 
may not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the Fox Valley NARI Chapter.  No 
endorsements of those should be inferred unless specifically identified as the official policy of the 
Fox Valley NARI Chapter.  The publication of any advertisement is not to be construed as an 
endorsement of the product or service offered unless the ad specifically states that there is such 
endorsement or approval. 
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 First and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our now Past President, Lee Nimmer, for his 
leadership and guidance through a rather turbulent time for the Fox Valley NARI.  His steadfast leadership along 
with support from rest of the Board of Directors and many chapter members has helped bring us to where we are 
today.  In addition, I would like to thank Glenn Stueber for three fine years of leadership on our Board of Directors, 
he will be missed!  Finally, I would like to formally welcome our 2010 Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors.  Please 
get familiar with them by reading their brief biographies in this newsletter.  I look forward to working with each of 
them on our Chapter’s continued growth and development.   

 
Today, I see Fox Valley NARI as a strong, vibrant and growing force here in the Fox Valley area!  As your Board of 
Directors we are always open to feedback and will strive to make Fox Valley NARI as valuable as possible for its 
membership.  I can be reached directly at paulw@welhouseconstruction.com or by cell phone at 920-841-2643 if 
you ever have any comments, concerns or questions and we will do our best to address them in a timely fashion! 
 
I am very pleased and excited to be leading the Fox Valley NARI into a new decade!  Already we have many things 
planned for 2010.  To start, your Board of Directors is having a formal Fox Valley NARI strategic planning session 
which is scheduled for January 16.  This should be the beginning of a more formalized chapter with goals being 
defined and committees being developed.  The general membership meetings are coming along nicely.  January will 
bring us a “Green” presentation from John Vanderwall and me.  February will be our annual Level Best Awards 
presentation and banquet.  This year our host will be Gregory Bell, Vice President & General Manager of Woodward 
Communication, Inc.  The March meeting will consist of a very informative presentation from our very own NARI 
National Director of Marketing and Communications, Gwen Biasi.  She will be presenting highlights from her “Tuffin’ 
it Out” series as well as discussing how we can benefit from the new NARI National marketing campaign currently 
going on throughout the nation.  We are also working on a “Contracts/Construction Law” presentation from Fox 
Valley NARI member Epiphany Law.  So, if you have not already done so, please block off your calendars for the 
third Wednesday of each month, except for June, July and August and attend your general membership meetings.  
Finally, don’t forget we are having a Clay Shoot in February and our annual Golf Outing in June so see the 
Newsletters or our website at www.remodelfoxvalley.com for more details and mark your calendars for these as well. 
 
In conclusion, I want to wish you and your families a safe, prosperous and healthy 2010 and remember to utilize 
your membership in Fox Valley NARI to its fullest! 
 
I hope to see all of you at our next General Membership meeting!    
 
Paul Welhouse 
President 
 

�������	������������	������������	������������	������ ���
	���������� �!���"�#�$���%&��%$��!"'	���������� �!���"�#�$���%&��%$��!"'	���������� �!���"�#�$���%&��%$��!"'	���������� �!���"�#�$���%&��%$��!"'� ���
 
Recent News : www.nari.org/media/releases 
����  CEDIA Forms Strategic Alliance with NARI, 12/18/09 
����  Legislation Alert, 12/29/09 
 
NARI Green : www.greenremodeling.org 
The purpose of Greenremodeling.org is to establish a body of knowledge for Remodeling Professionals and for 
Green-minded Homeowners; and to support professional growth in the field of green remodeling and encourage the 
homeowner to become educated about green homes.  The goal is to become the web’s most knowledgeable green 
remodeling information source.    
 
NARI’s core purpose is to advance and promote the remodeling industry’s professionalism, product and vital public 
purpose.  To learn more and what your membership can do for you visit:  www.remodeltoday.com 
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Special thank you to the following members who have  renewed their membership! 
 

�  Appleton Housing Authority     �  Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
�  Faith Technologies, Inc. �  Case Handyman & Remodeling of the Fox Cities 

 

����������������������������������������������������������������	�� 	��	��	��� ���
        

January 15  Level Best Award Entries Due 
 
January 18  Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Observed 
 
January 18 – 21  The Property Restoration Industry Conference and Trade Show  
   Hyatt Regency, Miami, FL 
 
January 20  General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 

     
January 26  Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting, Plum Hill Café   5:30 pm 

     
 February 11 - 14  48th Annual Milwaukee/NARI Home Improvement Show 

Wisconsin Exposition Center, State Fair Park 
  

February 14  Valentine’s Day 
 
February 17  General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 
   Level Best Awards Presentation 
 
February 20  5th Annual Sporting Clay Outing, J&H Game Farm     
 
February 22  Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting, Plum Hill Café   5:30 pm 
 
February 25  Pella Pro Expo – Lambeau Field Atrium, Green Bay   3:00 pm 
 
March 10  1st Annual Remodeler & Supplier EXPO      7:00 am 

Business Development Conference, Marcus Majestic Cinemas, Brookfield, WI 
 
March 17  General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 
   NARI National – Gwen Biasi, Director of Marketing and Communication 
 
April 21   General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 

    Epiphany Law, LLC on Contract Review – Terms and Conditions 
 
Unless otherwise noted, General Membership Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at Grillin’ A Steak 
House and More.  Networking begins at 6:00 pm with dinner and program following. 
 

Membership Notes  
 
�  Stock Building Supply is now Wisconsin Building Supply – Stock Building Supply was purchased by Building 
Industry Partners, LLC.  BIP renamed Stock Wisconsin Building Supply. 
 
�  Tri City Glass & Door expands.  Oldcastle Glass Green Bay has been purchased by Tri City Glass & Door.  The 
acquisition increases sales by 50% and employee base to almost 100 people.   
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Fox Valley NARI Chapter  Elects 2010 Board of Directors  
 
Thank you to those who nominated someone or who volunteered to serve on the Fox Valley NARI Chapter 2010 Board of 
Directors.  After elections at the December General Membership meeting, please congratulations the following people who were 
elected to serve in 2010.  If you were unable to run for Office or the Board, there are plenty other ways you can volunteer your 
services to help the Fox Valley NARI!  Welcome the Fox Valley NARI Chapter 2010 Board of Directors!   
 
Past President, Lee Nimmer  - Lee has always had an interest in the building trades swinging hammer early in life.  His 
grandfather Ed Nimmer and father Ken Nimmer were home builders in Kaukauna during the 1950's, 60's and 70's where Lee 
worked part time.  In 1972 Lee's father and mother Betty moved to St. Germain, WI to manage Moon Beach Church Camp and 
he abandoned the idea of taking over the building business.  In 1972 Lee went to work for Metropolitan Life as a sales rep until 
1978 and then District Manager until 1980.  In 1980 he joined Wisconsin Employers Insurance and worked as the manager of 
field training hiring and training new agents to their field force.  In 1983 he found his current position as an agent for American 
Family Insurance in Kaukauna, WI.  Lee now has two offices, Kaukauna and Seymour.  Lee was also part of the original group 
that organized Rebuilding Together Fox Valley in 1999.  Lee served as the President from 2000 to 2006.  He has been involved 
with NARI Fox Valley since 2001.   
 
President, Paul Welhouse, CR, GCP, CAPS  – Paul is the owner of a fourth generation construction and remodeling company, 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC. Prior to joining the family business in 2001, Paul had a long corporate career in 
Engineering. After graduation from MSOE, he moved to Waukegan, IL and joined Outboard Marine Corporation for four years 
advancing to Senior Quality Engineer. He then moved on to Harley-Davidson Motor Company for six years as the Senior 
Product/Resident Engineer. From Harley-Davison, Paul spent three years with Engman-Taylor Company, Inc. as the Director of 
Quality Improvements. Besides obtaining his certification in Aging-In-Place in 2004, his Certified Remodeler status in 2007 and 
his Certified Green Professional status in 2009, Paul also has a Master's Degree in Engineering Management from Marquette 
University. Paul lives in Kaukauna with his wife Diane and he has one son. 
 
Vice President, James Willey, CR, GCP  - James is an Air Force veteran with over 18 years experience in the Home 
Improvement and Remodeling Industry. His remodeling company, Mosquito Creek, LLC, Home Renovations and Outdoor Living 
established in 2003 specializes in cabinetry, finish carpentry and interior remodeling. He has been on the Board of Directors for 
Fox Valley NARI since 2006. In May 2008 Jim successfully completed NARI's Certified Remodeler certification program and in 
2009 obtained his Certified Green Professional status.  Today Jim is an instructor for NARI for the Certified Green Professional 
course. He is married and lives in Appleton with his wife Carol and four children. 
 
Treasurer, Diane Welhouse  - Diane recently entered the construction and remodeling industry as Vice-President of Operations 
for Welhouse Construction Services, LLC. Prior to moving to Kaukauna, Diane spent ten years with the United States Bowling 
Congress. As the Director of Collegiate Bowling she was instrumental in making women's bowling an NCAA Championship Sport. 
Diane moved on to General Manage an Entertainment Center consisting of four small businesses for three years. From there she 
joined Direct Supply, Inc. to manage a newly developed Corporate Purchasing department. She led strategic planning and 
department development to provide lower costs and increased ROI to a $500 million privately held company. Diane is originally 
from Milwaukee and lives in Kaukauna with her husband Paul. 
 
Secretary, Al Reed – Al has been in the remodeling business since 1995 when he developed Northeast Remodeling and Decks.  
Remodeling is his personal passion, but as the market changed to high demand for new home development he changed the 
business name to Al Reed Builders and became a full service design, remodel and build firm.  Al lives and operates his business 
in Oconto Falls with his wife Jaime.  They have two children - son Bryce and daughter Corey.        
 
Director, Ryan Petersen  - Ryan was indentured into a plumbing apprenticeship in 2000 through Keith Petersen Plumbing, Inc.   
After completing his five years as an apprentice, he received his journeyman license in 2005.  In December 2008, he then 
received his master's license.  Ryan has also achieved a cross connection control tester's license at UW Madison, School of 
Engineering and holds a commercial plumbing inspectors license.  Ryan and his wife, Kelly, own Trenchless Sewer Solutions, 
LLC, a business they began in May 2006 for the replacement of existing sewer laterals.  They are both currently employees for 
Keith Petersen Plumbing, Inc. as well, and are in the process of buying this business out from Ryan's father, Keith Petersen, who 
began this business in 1980.  Ryan and Kelly live in Freedom with their son, Rudy. 
 
Director, Craig Le Beau  – Craig works for Rebuilding Together Fox Valley where he serves as the Construction Services 
Director.  He is also a member of the Appleton Fox Cities Kiwanis Club.  Craig is an avid golfer in his spare time.   
 
Director, John Vanderwall, AKBD  – John is a 30-year veteran of the construction and remodeling industry with a degree in 
Building Construction Technology from the State University of New York.  After 10 years in the field as a residential remodeler, he 
honed his cabinet making skills in a custom millwork shop and eventually worked his way into management.  John has travelled 
extensively as a manufacturer’s representative for some of the country’s most prestigious custom cabinetry manufacturers, 
developing accounts throughout the US.  He was most recently the Director of Marketing & Sales for DeLeers Millwork where he 
served as a member of the company’s executive team and further developed DeLeers’ business base in Chicago.  In this role, 
John served as Vice President of the WI Chapter of the Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI) and as the WI representative on 
the AWI National Development Council.  John is currently the Director of Business Development for Studio Kitchens in Appleton, 
WI.  He is an Associate Certified Kitchen and Bath Designer, and has received 6 design awards from the WI Chapter of the 
NKBA.  John lives in Wrightstown with his wife Karen and their spoiled boxer, Barley. 
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Fox Valley NARI Chapter  2009 Christmas Party  
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EPA Requirements Coming into Effect  

April 2010 – Are You Certified? 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency enacted the 
Renovation, Repair and Painting (RR&P) rule on April 22, 
2008 to protect people especially young children during 
renovation activity in homes, child care facilities and 
schools built before 1978. Lead was not banned from 
paint until 1978 so disturbing paint during renovation 
activity in housing built before 1978 can create dust that 
contains lead. Lead-tainted dust is a serious health 
hazard for workers, occupants and their families, 
especially young children.  

 

Lead interferes with the normal development of a young 
child’s brain, resulting in lowered IQ, attention disorders, 
developmental delays and aggressive behavior 
problems. Children who are lead poisoned go on to have 
higher rates of high school dropout, teen pregnancy, 
juvenile delinquency and violent crime as young adults.  
They are also more likely to suffer as adults from kidney 
disease, diabetes, cognitive deficits such as memory loss 
and Alzheimer’s, and early death from high blood 
pressure, stroke and heart attack. 

 

The new rules require that renovation contractors who  
disturb lead-based paint must be lead-safe certified and  
follow specific work practices to prevent lead contamination. 
Under the rule, beginning in April 22, 2010, contractors  
performing renovation, repair and painting projects that  
disturb lead-based paint in homes, child care facilities, and 
schools built before 1978 must be certified and must follow 
specific work practices to prevent lead contamination.  
Contractors must provide a pamphlet (shown to the left)  
called Renovate Right to the occupants of the housing. 
Also, they must inform the occupants about how the work 
areas will be set up, what work practices will be used to 
minimize dust and debris, how work areas will be cleaned,  
and what is to be expected after the work is completed.  
 
Child care providers and school personnel must inform 
parents of children under the age of 6 about upcoming 
renovation if the facility was built before 1978.  
 
For more information on the new rules and preventing 
lead poisoning go to the Lead –Safe Wisconsin website 
(dhs.wi.gov/lead).  Fox Valley NARI will offer another 
Lead Certification Class, but Chapter leaders need to 
know who is interested.  To hold a class there needs to 
be minimum 10 attendees.  Please notify any Board 
member of your interest.   
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NARI Educational Programs  
  
NARI Lead Safety Information  
 
Webinar:  Learn about Lead: The New EPA Rules and You  presented by Ada Duffey, CR, CLC 
Learn about the new EPA lead paint rule that will be going into effect in April 22, 2010. The new rules will be 
affecting renovators that disturb lead paint in pre-1978 residential property. There will be training and work practice 
requirements! Learn all the details through this 40 minute webinar! 
 
Webinar:  Environmental Liabilities Related to EPA  presented by Matt Wallace 
In this webinar you will learn about the exposures, liabilities and insurance related to the EPA 40 part 745.  
 
Renovate Right pamphlets  can be purchased from the NARI Online Store in packets of 50.   
 
For more information and to view these Webinars visit http://www.nari.org/education/LeadSafetyInformation.asp  
 
For more information on other NARI education programs, webinars, NARI Radio, etc visit: 
http://www.nari.org/education/ 
 
 
 

 
�
Go Green with NARI  

Summary 
Green remodeling is one of the hottest (and hotly debated) topics in the industry. NARI has rolled out a green 
remodeling education program. NARI's green remodeling program is multi-faceted, focusing on energy efficiency 
and conservation, indoor air quality, efficient use of resources, recycling of demolition material and renewable 
energy sources, among other topics. The program will run for 12 weeks with a 2-hour class weekly. Each class will 
address specific topics such as building science application, green remodeling guidelines, solar applications, 
appliance selection and marketing a green business. This class can be the first step in moving your company into 
the business of green remodeling. The course is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in Green 
Remodeling and allow you to start practicing today.  The primary texts will be included as part of the course 
materials along with a CD-ROM that contains links to additional references and resource materials as well as links to 
green product suppliers. Course size will be limited to 20 people to enable active participation by all attendees.  

Series begins Tuesday, February 16, 2010 4:00 to 6: 00 pm CT 
 
$495 - Members 
$695 - Non-Members  
E-mail info@nari.org to be put on the waiting list.   All applications should be faxed or mailed to the NARI office: 
NARI, 780 Lee St., Suite 200, Des Plaines, IL 60016, Fax (847) 298-9225. 
 
 
 
All programs above and more are available at the NA RI Learning Center – www.nari.org/learning  or 
www.nari.org/education  
 


