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Committed to providing innovative vision and exemplary leadership in
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General Membership Meeting

Level Best Awards Presentation Dinner
Featuring Congressman Steve Kagen, M.D.
Wednesday February 18, 2009

Grillin’ Steakhouse and Lounge
192 N Stoney Brook Road, Appleton, WI

/)

Join us for an evening of excellence as we honor the Fox Valley remodeling industry’s best
by announcing the winners of the annual Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards! Fox Valley
NARI contract members are invited to compete for these prestigious awards by
demonstrating outstanding work through their remodeling projects. We will hear from our
judges about the awards and the process used for judging the entries. A special thank you
goes out to our judges Trevor Frank, Architect, Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.; Marge
Stammer, Realtor, Coldwell Banker The Real Estate Group, Inc. and Alison Fiebig, Assistant
Editor, Fox Cities Magazine. We also send a thank you to Fox Cities Magazine who will
feature the Level Best Award winners in their March issue. This year there will be six
category winners to announce!

Announcing our winners is a man who clearly understands hard work to achieve excellence,
U.S. Congressman Steve Kagen, M.D. Congressman Kagen, M.D., was born and raised in
Appleton, WI where he and his wife Gayle raised four children. He earned an Honors
Degree in Molecular Biology and his medical degree from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and is the founder of the Kagen Allergy Clinics. Congressman Kagen, M.D. is triple
Board Certified in Internal Medicine, Allergy, Asthma & Immunology and Diagnostic
Laboratory Immunology, and was named by Wisconsin physicians as one of the “Best
Doctors in America.” He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in November
2006 serving the 8™ Congressional District of W1 with a passion to fight for guaranteed
access to affordable health care for everyone. Today, he serves on numerous influential
committees and subcommittees. We are honored to have Congressman Kagen, M.D.
present our Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards. Congressman Kagen, M.D. will also
address us on maters that affect the remodeling industry concerning renewable and
sustainable legislation and about his committee work concerning forestry and natural
resources. Join us to hear this informative address and find out who the winners are!

As always this dinner meeting is open to all members, their business partners and guests.
Advanced reservations are required. Please RSVP your attendance and that of any other
business partners or guests to Paul Welhouse no later than the end of business on Friday,
February 13. Payment can be paid upon registration at the meeting. Make checks payable
to Fox Valley NARI. Paul Welhouse can be reached at 920-841-2643 or by email at
paulw@welhouseconstruction.com

Gathering: 6:00 pm — Dinner and Networking: 6:30 pm — Program Immediately Following
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The statements or views expressed in the Fox Valley NARI Newsletter are those of the
authors and may not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the Fox Valley NARI
Chapter. No endorsements of those should be inferred unless specifically identified as
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Building an Addition?
Remodeler vs. Homebuilder

Just as some Remodelers build custom homes, some
homebuilders build additions and perform other remodeling
work. A new homebuilder that does a significant amount of
remodeling may do a great job of building an addition.
However, a new homebuilder that is building additions may not
be the best choice as a contractor for your addition.

It is true that remodeling contractors and homebuilders use
much of the same materials and many of the same tools, but
that is where the similarities end. A Remodeler that builds
additions to existing homes must understand many different
construction methods, whereas a homebuilder need only
understand his construction method.

Homebuilders start with a vacant lot when they build a new
home. They then basically “assemble” a home from new
materials and products. On the other hand, Remodelers have
to blend the new with the old. Remodelers will likely run into
odd or unconventional building conditions. They may find that
the existing construction is out of level or otherwise
compromised and they need to know how to address these
issues. Also, Remodelers typically work on occupied homes.
This means they must be more sensitive to the homeowners
needs, and have more communication with them.

Remodelers must also be more prepared for adverse weather,
and they must take the necessary steps to protect the hone
and personal property of the homeowner. When an
unforeseen issue arises, it is more likely that the Remodeler
will know how to handle it, as they have probably seen it
before. Experienced Remodelers do this type of work
everyday and are less likely to miss a key element of the
project.

Although both Remodelers and homebuilders follow the
Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC), the Remodeler must
understand how the UDC applies to new and existing
construction.

Home addition
before and after

Article from
Milwaukee/NARI
Home Improvement
Council, Inc. 2008/
2009 Resource Guide;
Pictures courtesy of
Welhouse
Construction Services,
LLC




2009 seems to have hit us like a giant tsunami wave -- economic downturns in the markets,
the largest unemployment numbers since the great depression, retail sales at an all time low,
health care costs out of control. Is their any bright glimmer of hope for the future? According

to the majority of analysts, yes, but it will be slow to come back. So, what can we as
individuals do to create our own recovery plan? Set goals and stick to them! Instead of
focusing on the financial issues, lets focus on something that we can all do something about. One of those goals,
according to US News and World Repot, is to make sure you keep your body healthy. Those who exercise
moderately for a total of 150 minutes a week and strength train twice a week will get substantial benefits. These
include lower risk of breast and colon cancers and of chronic illnesses such as heart disease and type 2 diabetes.
"The evidence is just compelling that even 30 minutes a day of brisk walking can lower the risk of many chronic
diseases," says JoAnn Manson, chief of preventive medicine at Brigham and Women s Hospital in Boston. Here are
some key recommendations: 1) Go climb a tree. Yes, building muscle requires hard work. | can remember as a kid
finding a good strong tree and trying my best to reach the top. Now there s a lost art!! 2) Dont have a lot of time?
Work out in shorter spurts but harder - maybe up and down your 24-foot ladder 10 times in 10 minutes. 3) As we get
older, maintaining balance becomes more challenging. Slip and fall issues are dangerous to our good health. Think
of yourself at all times as the bubble in the level. 4) Exercise is good for your brain not just your body. There is
strong evidence that exercise boosts cognitive function and fights depression. Keep calculating angles, measuring
your distances and estimating your time of arrivals. So, as you work your way through this financial recovery
process, do yourself a favor and get your daily exercise. Your body and mind, as well as your family and friends, will
thank you for it.

| hope to see all of you at our next General Membership meeting!

Lee Nimmer
President
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Recent News: www.nari.org/media/releases
2009 Regional Contractor of the Year (CotY) winners announced, 1/28/09
Remodeling Industry has room for recovery, 2/4/09

Are You In Compliance? Were you aware that effective December 22, 2008 when conducting a remodel on a pre-
1978 built home you must provide the occupants a copy of the new Renovate Right brochure? You may obtain pack
of 50 at the NARI store http://www.nari.org/store/ .

EPA Recognizes Lead Paint Test Kits: The EPA Lead Renovation Repair and Painting (RRP) rule (PDF) (79 pp,
847K) includes a two-phase process for evaluating and recognizing test kits that can be used to determine the
presence of regulated levels of lead in lead-based paint surfaces. After initial evaluation, EPA is recognizing two
currently available lead test kits, with limitations. They are the LeadCheck® kit and the State of Massachusetts Kkit.
First, EPA recognizes that, when used by a certified renovator, the LeadCheck® lead test kit can reliably determine
that regulated lead-based paint is not present on all surfaces, including wood that are used for window and door
trim. It is not recognized for use on plaster and drywall. This kit is available at local hardware stores throughout the
country. Second, EPA recognizes that, when used by trained professionals, the State of Massachusetts lead test kit
can reliably determine that regulated lead-based paint is not present on all surfaces except ferrous metal. EPA will
continue to update information on recognized spot-test kits as it becomes available. For any questions pertaining to
the recognition of these kits, contact Sam Brown at 202-566-0490 or by email at brown.sam@epa.gov. Source
http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/kits.htm




Welcomel!

Since 1970, D&D Excavating and Landscape Service has been serving residential and

commercial customers with excavating, trucking, landscaping and snow removal services.

Since then irrigation systems and commercial lawn maintenance were added to D&D’s scope.

D&D Excavating and Landscape Service top priority is to listen to the customer to gain a

vision of their dream and then use our expertise to make that dream become reality. We are

very proud of being a finalist in the 2008 Best of the Valley Post Crescent Reader Choice

Awards. All of us at D&D Excavating and Landscape Service look forward to the networking

and interaction with the NARI membership. NARI's mission to promote professionalism, education and ethics within
the remodeling industry parallels D&D’s mission to be an innovative, ethical, progressive company providing the
highest quality of service. For more information about D&D Excavation and Landscape Services, please see contact
Gene Dorn at gdorn@d-dlandscape.com or 920-734-9092. Visit D&D Excavation and Landscape Services at
www.d-dlandscape.com.

Special thank you to the following members who have renewed their membership!

ABC Supply Company, Inc. Furniture & Appliance Mart

Advanced Home Technologies Habitat for Humanity ReStore

Appleton Housing Authority Pete Noffke Construction

Case Handyman & Remodeling of the Fox Cities Sure-Dry Basement Systems, Inc.
February 5 - 8 Milwaukee/NARI Home Improvement Show

Wisconsin Exposition Center, State Fair Park

February 10 Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting 5:00 pm
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency, Kaukauna

February 14 Happy Valentine’s Day!

February 18 General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ Steakhouse and Lounge 6:00 pm
Level Best Awards Presentation Featuring Congressman Kagen

February 21 — 22 2009 Remodeling Sales Summit, Washington, DC

March 4 — 6 Energy Center of Wisconsin Better Building: Better Business Conference

Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells

March 11 Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting 5:00 pm
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency, Kaukauna

March 18 General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ Steakhouse and Lounge 6:00 pm
American Family Insurance — Insurance Loss Control and Construction Defect

March 18 — 20 5™ Annual Closets & Home Organization Conference & Expo, Schaumburg, IL

March 25 — 28 NARI Spring Business Meeting and NARI Evening of Excellence, Atlanta

Unless otherwise noted, General Membership Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at Grillin’ Steakhouse
and Lounge. Networking begins at 6:00 pm with dinner and program following.
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Are you “Cutting Edge” in “Green” Building?

Learning can no longer be classified as a place and time to acquire knowledge. Today learning is not confined to
childhood or the classroom, but takes place throughout life and in a range of situations.! Learning is required for
personal enrichment, professional development and to remain cutting edge in your business.

In your field of chosen work are you keeping up with change or are you headed toward occupational obsolescence?
Did you realize that enough new developments, techniques, and/or knowledge evolve in a short period of time, say
five tol5 years, so that a person becomes roughly half as competent to do the job for which his or her initial training
was intended? Consequently, adults frequently must turn to learning activities in and out of the workplace just to
maintain or regain competence, let alone stay cutting edge. 2

As we all know NARI provides a wealth of educational information and opportunities to its members between
articles, webinars and conventions to help keep its members cutting edge. However, when it comes to education
and bettering you and your business you can't rely on only one source. Today'’s cutting edge revolution is around
sustainable or “green” building. Besides NARI another education source is the Energy Center of Wisconsin.

The Energy Center, an independent nonprofit, seeks solutions to energy challenges. They train the workforce
responsible for the performance of homes and workplaces and collaborate with stakeholders to find ways to make
better choices about how we use energy. Learn more about the Energy Center at www.ecw.org. While you are on
their website, the section you don’t want to miss is the Energy Center University. They have an impressive list of
training programs all right here in the state! Some of these classes are “Managing Exterior Moisture,” “Green
Building and Sustainable Development,” and “Sustainable Sites and Water Efficiency.” Besides classes like these
they have a conference all of us should be considering. The Better Building: Better Business Conference March 4-6
at the Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells. The focus of this conference “is the green revolution leaving you behind?”

Customers are willing to make an investment in energy efficiency and green building practices. Are you? If you
answer "yes," then consider investing your time at the Better Buildings: Better Business Conference presented by
the Energy center of Wisconsin and reap big dividends. This is a first-rate learning, networking and business
development opportunity tailored to the residential building and remodeling industry. In two short days you will learn:

How to remodel homes that deliver the energy savings customers want

About renewable energy technologies that reduce energy costs

How energy efficiency and green building practices keep you competitive.

Connect with cold-climate building experts

Master building techniques that deliver comfort, safety, durability and energy efficiency

Find the products and information you need to deliver high performance homes to your customers

Like many professional conferences they have different educational tracks tailored to your area of interest. For us in
the remodeling business, they have a whole remodeling track called “Remodeling a High Performance Home.”

This is a local opportunity to join nationally-recognized home building professionals for practical, skills-based
workshops about ways to make your business more profitable and your projects greener and more energy efficient.
Dont let the green revolution leave your company behind! Remain cutting edge by expanding your education
opportunities.

WWW.ECW.0rg http://www.ecw.org/university/index.php www.ecw.org/university/ecuevent.php?ecuid=63

1. Fischer, Gerhard (2000). "Lifelong Learning - More than Training" in Journal of Interactive Learning Research, Volume 11 issue 3/4 pp 265-
294.

2. 2. Hiemstra, Roger (2002). “Lifelong Learning”, Chapter 1

Other information obtained from the Energy Center of Wisconsin website noted above.
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NARI Educational Programs
Get Strong, Survive and Prosper: Why Now is the Time to be Aggressive

Presenter
Jayme Broudy, Contractor’s Business School

Summary
Think you should pack it in until the economy improves? NO! JUST THE OPPOSITE! Your competition is afraid and

paralyzed. It s your chance to grab customers AND become the premier player in your market. Fortunes can be
made in economic downturns but you have to be strong and smart. Business as usual won't cut it. What we Il cover:
* Thinking Strategically: Looking beyond today s slowdown

 Using measurements to objectively evaluate your situation

» Responding to a changing market: Getting business NOW while others are asleep

» Developing methods to be the low-cost player while maintaining quality

» Keeping your team (and even upgrading it)

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm EST, conducted via Webinar

Cost: $79 for NARI Members and $99 for Non-Members
http://www.softconference.com/nari/sessionDetail.asp?SID=148695

Go Green with NARI

Summary First class sold out!!

Green remodeling is one of the hottest (and hotly debated) topics in the industry. NARI has rolled out a green
remodeling education program. NARI s green remodeling program is multi-faceted, focusing on energy efficiency
and conservation, indoor air quality, efficient use of resources, recycling of demolition material and renewable
energy sources, among other topics. The program will run for 12 weeks with a 2-hour class weekly. Each class will
address specific topics such as building science application, green remodeling guidelines, solar applications,
appliance selection and marketing a green business. This class can be the first step in moving your company into
the business of green remodeling. The course is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in Green
Remodeling and allow you to start practicing today. The primary texts will be included as part of the course
materials along with a CD-ROM that contains links to additional references and resource materials as well as links to
green product suppliers. Course size will be limited to 20 people to enable active participation by all attendees.

Series begins Thursday, May 7, 2009 — Registration will be open in March

$495 - Members

$695 - Non-Members

E-mail info@nari.org to be put on the email list and/or waiting list. All applications should be faxed or mailed to the
NARI office: NARI, 780 Lee St., Suite 200, Des Plaines, IL 60016, Fax (847) 298-9225.

All programs above and more are available at the NARI Learning Center — www.nari.org/learning or
www.nari.org/education




