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 ���� ���� � � �� � �� � �� � � ����
 

General Membership Meeting 
NARI – Get the Most Out of Your Membership 

Wednesday April 15, 2009 
 
Grillin’ Steakhouse and Lounge 
192 N Stoney Brook Road, Appleton, WI 
 
NARI provides you with a variety of benefits that cannot be obtained anywhere else.  
Are you taking full advantage of your NARI membership?  Are you using the NARI 
National website to its fullest for you and your business?   NARI National and your Fox 
Valley NARI Chapter are here to service your professional needs and promote your 
business interests at all levels 
 
This month join us as Dan Taddei, Director of Education, from NARI National presents 
to us and educates us on the benefits of NARI and how to take full advantage of our 
membership.  Dan will first discuss both the NARI Website and the NARI Learning 
Center.  From there he will talk about the different programs that NARI has and how you 
and our chapter might use or conducted them.  Programs to be covered include: 
 

�  NARI National Value Statements 
�  Overview of Membership 
�  The enhanced web listing options 
�  Certification Programs 
�  Education Programs  
�  CotY Awards  
�  Marketing and Media Outreach  
�  The NARI Store  
�  Programs in Development 
�  GreenRemodeling.org  
�  Public Awareness Campaign  

The presentation will begin with the unveiling of the new Fox Valley NARI website.  Paul 
Welhouse, Fox Valley NAR Vice President, will demonstrate the new website and 
discuss its benefits and features for you, your business and the consumer.  From there 
Dan will follow up with his presentation.  As always there will be an opportunity for 
questions.   

This dinner meeting is open to all members, their business partners and guests.  Advanced 
reservations are required.  Please RSVP your attendance and that of any other business 
partners or guests to Lee Nimmer no later than the end of business on Monday, April 13.   
Payment can be paid upon registration at the meeting.  Make checks payable to Fox Valley 
NARI.  Lee Nimmer can be reached at 920-766-3900 or by email at lnimmer@amfam.com    

Gathering: 6:00 pm – Dinner and Networking: 6:30 pm – Program Immediately Following 
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Dan Taddei, 

NARI Director of Education 
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���� �� �� �� �� �� ������ �� �� �� �� �� ������ �� �� �� �� �� ������ �� �� �� �� �� �� ����
����

P.O. Box 1152 
Appleton, WI 54912-1152 

920-832-9003 
 

Info@remodelfoxvalley.com 
 

www.remodelfoxvalley.com 
 
����

� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � ���� � �� �� �� � ���� � � � � � 	 � � �� � � � � 	 � � �� � � � � 	 � � �� � � � � 	 � � � ����
����

President ���� ����Lee Nimmer 
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency 

920-766-3900 
lnimmer@amfam.com 

����
Vice President ����  Paul Welhouse, CR, CAPS 

Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
920-841-2643 

paulw@welhouseconstruction.com 
 

Treasurer ����  James Willey, CR 
Mosquito Creek, LLC 

920-810-2106 
mosquitocreek@new.rr.com 

 
Secretary ����  Diane Welhouse 

Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
920-585-4794 

dianew@welhouseconstruction.com 
�

Director ����  Glenn Steuber  
Home Depot East 

920-734-8134 
gsteuber@new.rr.com 

 
Director ����  Ryan Petersen 
Keith Petersen Plumbing 

920-687-9272 
rk-petersen@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director ����  Amy Ristow 

Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity 
(920) 205-1203 

aristow_hfh@gwicc.org 
 
 

Newsletter Editor ����  Diane Welhouse 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 

920-585-4794 
 
The Fox Valley NARI Chapter publishes the Fox Valley NARI Chapter Newsletter on a 
monthly basis.  Copyright© 2009.  All rights reserved.  For reproduction or reprint 
requests, please contact the Editor.   
 
The statements or views expressed in the Fox Valley NARI Newsletter are those of the 
authors and may not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the Fox Valley NARI 
Chapter.  No endorsements of those should be inferred unless specifically identified as 
the official policy of the Fox Valley NARI Chapter.  The publication of any advertisement 
is not to be construed as an endorsement of the product or service offered unless the ad 
specifically states that there is such endorsement or approval. 

May General Membership Meeting 
Mark Your Calendar – Note Location Change 

 
The next General Membership Meeting on May 20 will be 
at the Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity 
Restore.  The Appleton Restore is conveniently located at 
3000 East College Avenue.  The Appleton ReStore 
provides the area with a great resource for home 
remodeling, construction and improvement materials at 
unbeatable prices.  Join us to learn more about the 
Appleton ReStore and take a look around.  Dinner will be 
provided by Plum Hill Café.    

History in the Making 
Fox Valley NARI Goes Live on the Web!   

 
For Fox Valley NARI this is history in the making.  For the 
first time the Fox Valley NARI chapter has its very own 
website. www.remodelfoxvalley.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last fall the Board of Directors determined a website was 
an important value to our chapter, members – personally 
and for their businesses, and the consumer.  The site offers 
features for our members such as: 
 

�  Benefits of NARI Membership 
�  NARI Certification and Education Information 
�  Important and Helpful Resource Links 
�  On-Line Payments 

 
For the consumer and promotion of your business the site 
offers: 
 

�  Why Choose a NARI Professional 
�  NARI Code of Ethics 
�  How to Fine a Fox Valley NARI Professional 
�  Level Best Winning Projects 

 
As a Member this is your website.  Take advantage of its 
offerings including advertising your business!   Use it with 
your customers to market yourself and show how you set 
yourself apart from the competition.  Check it out today!  
www.remodelfoxvalley.com  Your feedback is welcome!     
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 	 � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 	 � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 	 � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 	 � � � � � � ����

� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �  
 
I just recently read the 2009 Farmers Almanac to find out what to expect here in Wisconsin as 
we merge out of winter into spring and summer.  The prediction:  Spring will be late.  May will 
be rather cool.  Summer should bring near normal temperatures across the nation.  Above  
normal summertime precipitation is expected for our area.  This information helps me in 
preparing spring and summer outdoor activities.  I also hope I just helped you feel prepared 
and ready to move forward with your spring and summer plans!  Although the Fox Valley NARI Golf Outing is right 
around the corner, my point isn’t to help you plan your golf days.  It’s all about knowledge. 
 
This is just a small example of how knowledge and information through education can help you as you prepare 
yourself for work and relaxation.  At Fox Valley NARI we feel strongly that providing our members with varied and 
relevant information can help them in whatever they do.  That is why we continually strive to bring our members 
programs at our general membership meetings that they can use right after walking out the door.  Last month we 
were able to give you the most current information on Construction Defect and Litigation.  This month we will again 
bring you the best!  Dan Taddei, Director of Education with the NARI National office will be our guest speaker.  He is 
sure to provide all of us with value added information to get the most out of our local and national membership to 
benefit us personally and our businesses.   
 
We will also be unveiling the all new Fox Valley NARI web site www.remodelfoxvalley.com.  You will be able to see 
first hand what your board has been working on for months in an effort to keep you and your customers current with 
emerging technologies.  You will not want to miss this meeting!!      
 
I hope to see all of you at our next General Membership meeting! 
 
Lee Nimmer 
President 
 

 

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � � � 	 � � ����
         

April   National Earth Month – Be Green!   
 
April 7   Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting    5:00 pm 

    Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency, Kaukauna  
 
April 10   Fox Valley NARI Website Goes Live!  www.remodelfoxvalley.com  
 
April 12   Happy Easter! 
 
April 15   General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ Steakhouse and Lounge  6:00 pm 
   NARI National Director of Education – Dan Taddei 
 
April 15   Tax Day since 1955 – Federal and State Tax Filing Deadline 
 
April 22   39th Annual Earth Day – 2009 marking the beginning of Green Generation 
 
May   National Home Improvement / Remodeling Month 
 
May 12   Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting    5:00 pm 

    Plum Hill Café, Kaukauna 
 
May 20   General Membership Meeting, Appleton Habitat ReStore   6:00 pm 

    Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
 
Unless otherwise noted, General Membership Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at Grillin’ Steakhouse and 
Lounge.  Networking begins at 6:00 pm with dinner and program following. 
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 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 
 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 
 	  ����
 
Welcome!    
 
As one of the nation�s leading distributors of building materials to professional  
contractors, Stock Building Supply is aligned to be one of the strongest and most 
efficient companies in our industry.  Through its associated companies, Stock Building 
Supply has provided a full line of quality building materials for more than 100 years.  
Our      locations have dedicated their efforts and resources to fulfilling the needs of  
professional contractors, striving to meet their requirements and maintaining the success of their business.  Contact 
Dwight “Bud” Louison at 920-738-3100 or Dwight.louison@stocksupply.com.  Visit Stock Building Supply on the web 
at www.stockbuildingsupply.com  
 
Welcome!    
 
Specializing in residential and light commercial electrical is Lewins Electric, LLC.   
Owner, Randy Lewins, formed Lewins Electric in 2003.  Randy is a WI State Master 
Electrician (#172005) and a member of East Central WI Association of Electrical 
Inspectors and International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union #577.  Lewins Electric, LLC is fully 
insured and will perform free estimates on your next remodel or addition. Contact Randy at rlewins@sbcglobal.net or 
at 920-540-2561.   
 
Welcome!    
 
Being the ONLY Certified Restorer in Northeast Wisconsin, Sullivan�s Cleaning & Restoration 
Service specializes in complete disaster restoration.  Our expertise lies in post disaster  
emergency service after property damage due to fire, smoke, water, wind, sewage, and  
vandalism. We have been providing these services to Northeastern Wisconsin for over 20 
years.  Sullivan�s is a Disaster Kleenup International network member, which allows us to  
mobilize many highly trained teams and specialized equipment as the catastrophes demand.  
There are many other services that we provide including carpet, blind, and post construction 
cleaning. We are happy to add NARI to the many associations that we are affiliated with. We look forward to a long 
and prosperous relationship with NARI and the Fox Valley Chapter.  Contact Patrick Sullivan at 877-337-1986 or 
patricksullivan@sullivanscleaning.com.  Visit them on the web at www.sullivanscleaning.com  
  
 
Special thank you to the following members who have renewed their membership! 
 

�  Keys & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Inc.  �  Stair Goddess, LLC 
 

� � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � ����
	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! � " # �� "  $ %� � &	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! � " # �� "  $ %� � &	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! � " # �� "  $ %� � &	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! � " # �� "  $ %� � &����
 
Recent News: www.nari.org/media/releases 
����  NARI Announces National Winners of the 2009 CoTY Awards and 2009 Achievement Awards, 3/30/2009 

����  Read about all the category CoTY winners on-line!  27 categories were awarded this year from kitchens, 
   baths, interiors, additions and entire house remodels!  Many winners include contractors from Wisconsin.  
  

����  From Man Caves to Mudrooms, Making Every Square Foot Count, 3/18/2009 
 
Don’t forget to visit the NARI Learning Center at www.nari.org/learning for more information on education 
opportunities!  
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By now you have probably heard about Generation X – the generation following the baby boom,  Generation Y – 
those born in the 1980’s and 1990’s and Generation Z – people living in Western or First World cultures born after 
Generation Y.  But have you heard of Generation Green?  If not, keep reading.  You need to know!   
 
Being environmentally aware is being taught to a new generation who are beginning to do what they can to keep our 
plant sustainable for generations to come.  They are making lifestyle changes to ensure their needs are met without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  Although the movement is dominated 
through younger adults and youth, it is impacting all generations.  Generation Green is ensuring personal and 
business responsibility to our planet.  Young adults are speaking up in work places demanding change in how their 
company is doing business to taking out the trash.  Children are bringing home the knowledge they learn at school 
about being green and asking parents about their home habits.  These are the same families that will be asking you 
to remodel or make their home green and more efficient.  Are you ready?   
 
Doing a simply search on the World Wide Web will show you the many organizations making major movements to 
ensure our plant is here tomorrow.  In 2007 Generation Green merged with the Center of Environmental Health 
functioning as its consumer action wing.  Generation Green helps families protect themselves from the toxic 
chemicals that surround us all today.  They offer information on legislative, regulatory and policy issues that affect 
health and the environment; organize corporate campaigns to protect health and provide day to day practical 
information we can use to protect ourselves from toxic chemicals in our air, water, food, and consumer products.  
www.generationgreen.org  Earth Day Network is launching their two year initiative called “Generation Green” on 
April 22, 2009 which is also the 39th Annual Earth Day.  The “Generation Green” is organizing ordinary people who 
are increasingly bound together in a green movement that will equal or eclipse other monumental changes in social 
and industrial history.  They are leading the charge of an era devoted to whole new way of living and doing business 
sustainably.  www.earthday.net.  Sustainability is not going away, but getting stronger every day and it is going to 
impact your business.   
 
By the way, how is your business doing so far this year?  How is it looking for the rest of the year?  Like many, your 
business might be experiencing a slow down.  Smart businesses don’t wait for the economy to turn around.  They 
look for a way to set their business apart during these economical hard times keeping them moving now and 
excelling when the market shifts.  One way to set your remodeling business apart is to offer quality services in green 
renovation and home and environment preservation.  The ability to make a home green or energy efficient is going 
to be the business success stories now and in the immediate future.  People are looking for ways to cut costs and 
lower energy bills, but they need an expert to recommend what steps to take as part of a long-term solution.  These 
customers are looking to contractors and home improvement suppliers for answers.   
 
Another way to acquire business is to get educated on and take advantage of the new Federal Stimulus Bill.  Over 
the next 18 months the Federal Government, under the new Stimulus Plan, will disperse $3 billion in weatherization 
assistance funds.  You can help your customers obtain this benefit by weatherization services you can provide or 
recommend.  Weatherization services includes a wide variety of energy efficiency measures that encompass the 
building envelope, its heating and cooling systems, its electrical system and electricity consuming appliances.  For 
example, this includes an energy audit, insulation, blower doors, air sealing, doors and windows, heating and air 
conditioning, water heaters, and electrical appliances.  All services you and your fellow NARI members can work 
together to provide!   
 
If you are not up to speed in the areas of green renovation, energy efficiency and ready to help your customers and 
grow your business, NARI is there to help you.  NARI sees the future and wants to help you capitalize on it.  Their 
green education and certification programs are an excellent place to start!   See the Learning and Development 
section of this newsletter for more information.  Or visit www.nari.org  visiting their learning and education sections.  
Also visit www.greenremodeling.org  - NARI’s website dedicated to green remodeling.      
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NARI Educational Programs 
 Universal Remodeling – Creating Comfortable and Accessible Homes  
 
Summary 
NARI�s Universal Remodeling education program will provide you with the tools to sell and conduct remodeling 
projects that are based on Universal Design principles. These types of projects are attractive not only to those who 
wish to age-in-place but also families with special needs and families that are forward thinking. You will learn the 
seven principles of Universal Design, how to interview clients with an understanding and consideration of their 
special needs, and finally the how-to of building these projects. Enroll now! Participation is limited to the first 15 
students. We look forward to "seeing" you in class. 

The primary texts included as part of the course materials are Universal Design for the Home: Great-Looking, Great-
Living Design for All Ages, Abilities, and Circumstances by Wendy A. Jordan. A spiral bound program book outlining 
each chapter, along with several supporting references, and a Universal Design video presented by The Ohio State 
University. 

Enrollment for the next three sessions starting March 17, May 19 and July 14, 2009 is open now!  Program 
consists of four weekly meetings from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm CST, conducted via Webinar  
 
Cost: $295 for NARI Members and $395 for Non-Members 
http://www.nari.org/education/universal_remodeling.asp  - Click here for information and application 
 
 

 
�
Go Green with NARI 

Summary   First two class sold out!!   
Green remodeling is one of the hottest (and hotly debated) topics in the industry. NARI has rolled out a green 
remodeling education program. NARI�s green remodeling program is multi-faceted, focusing on energy efficiency 
and conservation, indoor air quality, efficient use of resources, recycling of demolition material and renewable 
energy sources, among other topics. The program will run for 12 weeks with a 2-hour class weekly. Each class will 
address specific topics such as building science application, green remodeling guidelines, solar applications, 
appliance selection and marketing a green business. This class can be the first step in moving your company into 
the business of green remodeling. The course is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in Green 
Remodeling and allow you to start practicing today.  The primary texts will be included as part of the course 
materials along with a CD-ROM that contains links to additional references and resource materials as well as links to 
green product suppliers. Course size will be limited to 20 people to enable active participation by all attendees.  

Series begins Thursday, May 7, 2009 – Registration SOLD OUT!   
Next Series Begins Thursday, August 20, 2009 - Registration Now Open!   
 
$495 - Members 
$695 - Non-Members  
E-mail info@nari.org to be put on the email list and/or waiting list.   All applications should be faxed or mailed to the 
NARI office: NARI, 780 Lee St., Suite 200, Des Plaines, IL 60016, Fax (847) 298-9225. 
 
All programs above and more are available at the NARI Learning Center – www.nari.org/learning or 
www.nari.org/education 
 


